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May 18, 1994

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
BOARD TO CONSIDER EIU CAPITAL PROJECT PLAN
CHARLESTON -- At the May 19 meeting of the Board of Governors Universities trustees in Springfield, Eastern Illinois University President David Jorns will
request approval to proceed in fiscal year 1995 with capital improvement projects
to housing and student facilities totalling more than $8 million.
Among the projects are $3 million to build two new houses in Eastern's
fraternity and sorority on-campus housing complex, Greek Court; $1.3 million to
develop a 42-acre recreation field for all university students; $1 million to improve
accessibility to housing and University Union areas in accordance with the Ameri
cans with Disabilities Act (ADA); and $900,000 to improve the energy efficiency
of the university's housing facilities.
Construction of the new Greek Court housing is expected to begin in July
with an anticipated completion date of August 1995. Eastern's physical plant staff
is designing the project.
One building will house three sororities and a fraternity, affiliated with
Eastern's Black Greek Council.
-more-
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The second building will house two sororities and a kitchen facility for the
entire Greek Court complex.
In addition, 42 acres of undeveloped land east of Greek Court will be
converted to a recreation field to be used by all students. The area will include
softball, football and soccer fields and tennis and basketball courts. A central
"gazebo" facility will provide restroom facilities for athletes and o bservers.
Another project, totalling $1 million, will allow Eastern to move forward with
an ADA compliance plan for housing and other student facilities which will improve
building accessibility.
Nearly $1 million will be devoted to energy conservation measures for
housing facilities. Anticipated improvements include new windows that are energy
efficient and draft resistant, improved temperature controls, energy efficient
lighting and new insulation -- all of which are expected to reduce energy costs and
improve comfort in the university's residence halls.
Other proposed projects include improvements to Taylor Hall Food Service,
improvements in seating at Lantz Gymnasium, efficient and environmentally safe
air conditioning for Thomas and Andrews halls and the University Union and
various building repairs.
All projects will be financed by local revenue bonds. New bonds were
issued, based on existing room and board charges as well as expected income
from the additional Greek Court housing.
-more-
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Jorns will also request approval of $563,088 to renovate the outdoor
running track at O'Brien Stadium.
Recommendations on the award of tenure and an administrative leave will
also be presented to the board.
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